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FORTIFICATION BILL.

Mr. WEDBSTER, who was ehairman of
the Committee of Finance and consequont.
Iy well aequainted with all the particolars
of this remarknble bill of the last Congress.
nnd the equally remarkable procecdings
thoraon, on the last night of the sesgion,
on the 14th inst. on a resolution moved by
Mr Benton for setting spart the surplys
revenue for the defence of the ecountry,
gave the history of the bill in the follow-

ing
SPEECH,

It is not my purpose, Mr. President, (said
Tie Jto make any  remarks on the state of
cur affaire with France: The time for that
discursion has not come, and 1 wait. We
are in daily expeetation of 8 eommuniention
from the Prasident, which will give ve
light: and we are authorized to expect »
recommendation by him of sneh measures os
he thinks it may he neeessary  and propor
for Coogressto ailopts I do not anticipate
Bim. 1 do not forerun hime  Tn this most
important and delicate buisness, it ids the
proper dut ol the Executive togo urward
and I, for one, do not  intend either to he
drawn or driven ipto the  lead =W hen
official intermation ghall be before s, and
when mensares shall be recommended vpon
the praper regpansibnliny, 1 slinll endeavour
to form the best judament T eon, and shull
act necording tts dictatee.

I orise gow, tar another parpose,  This

renssness, all negligence, all inntiention | theie dispateh of the huginess corroet Iil"“I
amulgt the ftigaes and  exhaustion of the | veasonnble.  There was nothing of pra-
cloging hours of Congress. Nuotlhng pnss. :crn.»-mmtmn. nothing evinelve ol a temper
ed unheeded, nothyngs was overlooked, | toembarrass or obstroct thepublic budinnes,
nothing forgotten and nothing <ligiisd [TFthoe higtory which T hove now teuly given |
And now. sir, I would proceod  immedi= | siiows that one thing was amanded by
ately to give the history of the Fortifien | another, which had to &t if connexion
tion Bil. il it were not necessary ns jutros | with it, that unusanl expedisnts ware reo
ductory, and ag ehowing the eirenmstances sorted 1o, and that the laws, instoad of
under whieh the Sonate was called an 1o arcnngement and symmetry, exhibnt anom

_ iy welland | remembar the im
prassian which thig vole of the hoose seem
ed o make 0l ronnd the Sannte. We

tamly baen kuown 1o 1t for days and for

woerks,
3 With it proprioty. then ecould the
Sanute by called on to sanetion fn progesd

N S0 cotiral
Sire 1o
momant v

terecular and anomalonge?
10 securrencents of the

being fost, and intending st any rate that flaw, which declares that the term ol office
na blama should ba justly attnched to ths|of members of the Honse of Representa-
Senate, | immadiately moved the following | tives shall expire at 12 o'clock nt night on
resolution: the 34 of Margh. They are to hold for

“Rasolved, That a mesange bn sent to two yoars, but the pracige hour of thie com
the honorable House of Representives ro- | mencament of that tarm of Lwo years i3 0o
speetfully to ramind the hunse of the report | whers fixed by constitutional or Iegal pro~
ol the committes of econterence appointed | vision. [t has bean established by vsoga
on the disagreeing votes of the two houses | and by inference, and very proparly estab-

transnct Lhe pulitie businees, first 1o refor |
to another bill whiely was hefore s, and ta
the proceedings which were had upon it |
It is well known, gir, that the  apnnal
appropriation bills always originate in the
House of Represontatives.  “I'his ia g0 much
the eourze, vhat no one ever lboks 1o sew
giteh a bill first brouglit forwaned in the
Senate. I* s also well known, =ir.that it |
has been usual, heretofore, to make the
anntal approprintions for the Military  As
cademy ot Weat Point in the goneral i,
which provids for the pay and support of
the army.  Buot last year, thearmy bl oyl
nut eontoip any nppropriation whatever, for
the support of West Point. 1 took natie
of this singular omission when the bill was |
before the Senate, bul presumed, and in |
deod understood, that the Howse would
send uen separate bill for the Military |
Academy.  The army bill. therefore, pnss
o but no bill for the  Aeadetny at Wean
Point appeared. Wewnited for it from
dny to day, nnd from week to week, but |
waited in vain, At length, the time for|
sending bills from one hovse to the other
neearding o the joint rules of the twa
linuses expired and no Wil had made ite

had juat ootme out of execuiiva sossion, the
Hoirs wers but just opened; and | hurdly
remamber whethior thore was a single
=pectator o tha ol or the galleries, |

had been a0 cipelerk's tabla, and hiad not
roenchiod my

iy, and  themost grolesque assacinl iong,
i i%, nevertlieloss, truo, that no part of all’
itk wos made noeessary by us. We de

vinted from the accustomed modes of logis. |

Intion only when we were Hl'l;rllt‘-‘l“‘ll_ Lo tent when the maessagn was
do wno. in order i snpply bold and glaring | eead. Al 1he Sanators were in (hie cham-
deficiences in measures whiel wore before | bers 1 Lonrd the mesangs, cartainly with

[
e, —

great enrprime and  anstonishment; and 1
immediately movaed the Senate to disteres
tonthig vora of gl [Tonae, My relation (o
Ly gubyjoet) ) 6 mEsqasnes of my ennnee
tion witiy the eatamittoe on finsnee, made

But now Mre Prosident, lot maeome Lo the
Fartifieation Bty 1l logt Bill, whieh ot
nn|_\' now, but ona graver opeazion, e
beon lamented ke the last Planad.

This Willl, sieceame from the Honge of 10 my daty 4o propose soma eonese. and 1| eordad—=all may read tnem, and each be
Representatives to the Senave in thae waaal | had a0t a apont’s doabe ar hesitatian bable tn farm is awn opinin.  Soffies it
way, and was referrod to the Commites | what that eoncse obght to ha —[ took up | to say that the Hoose of It iprerentatives
on Fimanes. [tz approptintions wers pot | 90 myselll then, siee the responsibility of | having thea possession of the bill, ehase to
Inrge.  Indeed, they agpeared to the eom- | moving that tha Senate shonlddisoerae to | rotain that possegsion, nnd naver neted on |

mittee Lo be qaite too small. 11 stinck a
majority of the committeoat once that there
weri several fortifications on the const,
either not provided For gt all; or not ada
quately provided fur by this bill, The
whole amount of s approprintions wae

this vote, and | now ackaowledra that re-
sponsibility. [t might be  presumpluons
to say that [ took a leading part, bat 1
eortnpuly tonk dn early part, a deoidad part,
anid an earnest part, i rejecting this broad
| weant of three millions of dollnres, withont

400,000 ar 430000 dollars, It enntained | Timitation of purpoge or spee ficatlon of ob
no grant of three milons, anid ifthe Sep-|ject eallad Tar by Ko recommendation,
nte bind prssed ot the very day it eama from | foundod an no estimate, made neecessary

110

the Housa, nor enly eanhl there have baen | BY
niv approprintion of the \hree milliona, but, | known ta o

af things which wns made
Caormnly. sire | 1ok n part

an the amendment of the housa o li|-:I
amoendment of the Senate to the bill re
specting the fortifications of the United
States.”

ston.*

the Saerctary carrind it to the Mouse, and
delivered it.  What was dons in | he house
o the receipt ol this message now nppears
fram the poated jooraal. T have no wish
ta commant on tha ||r-u:|.‘f!lhr|§[¢ thern res

the report of the committee. The Wil
therafure, was lost, 1L was lost yn the
House of Repressotatives. [t died thero.
and there its remaing are to be fund. No
opportunity was giyen ta the members of
the [lause to deeds whether they waould
agren to the report of the two commiitess
or not,  From a gqnarter past elovan, when
the report was agreed to, until two or three
o'cloek in tha moarnimg, the House remam-
od insesston, [ at nov Lima thers was not
n quarum of members i-wa-:ul. the attend.
ance of & quornm, we are to prasome,

| appeatance forthe enpport of the Military | sir, nune of thess other sums which the |10 1ts rejection; Dsand herain my place

resolution has trawn pooa debate npon lhnl Veademy. Those joint roles. as is well | Senate did insert in the bl Others, ha |10 the Senane today, ready to defond th

vt y frhe Sonnte s v |k ¥ 7 3 y X e i : 1 ' n e 5 i
gonenal Sandugs oithe._HeeRl 'r.'””“': the | Kyown, are sometimes suspended on the L side onrselves, saw the doficiencies of this| part 4o taken e or pather, sir, 1 odis
seasin of Congress, and - cepralaliy in res |y ieation of one house to the other, in [l Wea had eommanieations with amd | €/nim all duf cand all oceasion of das
gurd 'l"' e rd grant I'" Vliree Al [ favor of particular bills, whose progress | from the departments, and we inserted o | feoee, auld | ogssret 4t as meeitorions to
to the Prosnlent on I‘"" st ..-:‘I.r oF the | jine hron pnexpectedly delayed, but whiel: | the billevery thing wiieh any department | hove bevn among those wha arrested, at
FRssi01), M_\' Al odeet 18 e el the sto the publie interpst requires to b nassnd, [ reco nmeaded 1o uss Wetaok eare (o be ! Lhie enr inneat, this exiran innry ile-

I < netiie i ] s Y iy Gt I3 " M " ] 3

of Vi fratisaction “".] iy '\I'“": BE LRt iguse of Represenintives gent us | =ure that nothing else waz eoming nl| purture frogvall eitled wsagos, and as |
thuct ol thy Senate fairly futhie ppblic view, nn request to suspend the rules in fayor of | wethen rep veted the il to the Senata with | thimk, trom i constitutional injunetion

vivi 1 i 1 ’ v S enat ) 2 " . 5 ) 3 ) il N Vsl
Ioweibis duty tothe Senate. 1 owe it a bl for the support of the Military Aead- [ aur praposcd  amendments, there was a | —tlis e rating of o vast <o of
Vhie compnttoe, with whieh I i edtneetod | x

whititovep pirronnl 1o oo

vl ol oo Little mportanes |

and alihonil
'ITTI]\I
vo b e thar subgeet of mineh reme o5,

Ligpe T oy be peraiited to sny  thnt, m
o matter, in regard o which  there lins
hesn Vel Hisrepresentalion, I wish
1o soy o fiew wirds forthe sake of defend
reputatiun,

This vote fur thie thees mitlions wos [iri

(N

gty oWwn

S there wasg another apprapriation bill whiel W ta tha Houep of Ropresentitives? [ was spoatan ous, uniffoeied, sineorec— | on the evening of tha last day of the session,
posed by .1 lie Honso o I_ It LT nlnt-\l'.-_-a A=t fad gome from the Honse of Represonta- | Was 11 Bndulvdbtsicid s bao ‘” At Thore had be g amang us, sir, no consulta |18 the Chambor ass gned to him, and with
nn aendmint fo the whification bilkand | ees “on wae before the Commition of 55 |y wa s nbhas) itierw vred 16 wat anon it | 060 coneeet, Thare contd liave been| the hends of domartmants aroumd him.—
thi Toes ot that "".!- theee mihons and ally |y g eg fiore. The Will was ontitled *An adilanti” Plits a R “_:,I e I 1'1 = "lu |I|‘-- e Betwien the reading of the messe | When nominations nee rejected undor thase
is the ehinrga which line Leea made 0pen by o wgking appropristions, for theeivil nud |nsdiaits and et ;‘ Ba. ‘”'l.\_,r:'! oo, | 18 and my cotion to disagree, there was | eiregmstanees, it has been usual for the
the sonate, sonndal over tha liml, M tamntie expensos of (he gavernment fur Py warnal ,,,,I,Iq :‘ .I_.IT..]:;,' M ,_“,'.','_' ot b e el foe any twe members ofthe | President immediately 1o transmit a4 now
A sEgia reiwess Bpraposeita giveithe Ly oot ° { i it sppuars by e nuenal hat e e e hange tive words on the sub- [ nomination to the Sonate; otherwise the
true dustory ofthis Lilly, s progress and| = p ghs aiata of things, soveral members | 5l was roturned to 1 ill wisn of Ropees [4991- T ropesition was sudden and | oflice must remain vacant till the next ses.
g s, fila 1o if Representatives applied to f sontatyve on Toesdu, the 21th of o .;,, v | Rt unexpecteds 1 resisted M, asir | sion, a8 the vacaney insueh o lias not

Iiefire Inlru mpling tlint, [1.‘..\'t\| e !._'II e or, anth hegonght us to sove | oy ane wholes sk J':a.r _“h,. Py tgarrn i vrerobs i iselt, and danger- | happensd i the recoss of C e The |
1 '."' AL t oo 'I's' _'-I‘ ha _"—"‘"“' il lemy by manexieg the spproprm- | cesion. And/ from Paeedsay. (e 24t day | dents as wholly anopcessa- | vore ol tie Senate indefiniely postponiag |
nodd rem ||.1~-_.!~ dy Phintithe Busipess b e ats snppurt Lot he Dill bor el oot G Pelroare 1o Taosdav. the 3d day of | ¥ itdng the plamn amtion, il this nomination, was eareied to the Pres |
befure the Senate list se. b WAL diplomatie serviess  Wa spoka to them,in : March. we heard aot one “Ilk‘,_."'“ : :'\” ‘_ L s wordsof the Constitution. | dent's rosm by the Seeretary of the Sennte
and variung as 1L awas, sud both o pebtie | g gl ness, the ireegularity, the bill.  Tuesday, the 3d day of Ma I| O Bafure ibe Susate, then, [ avowed, nad be- [ Die President (010 e Seeretary (hat §
nnd private, was » b ogene thrapal  with Havis i - I Vo bl Gl day of March, was,

most oncommuon disput ol and promi ude

| 41 ’ 3 .

. f thig oppe=ttion. W hatsaever is 1o Bl nn
" = i wWitessed are comnlelo s st 100 11 o'elock 10 the ! : :
_\‘., _-i_t_-l..ln.l..l_ﬂ [\\ ! ‘.I i ..'n III. -1I'|_ .d_ .HIIH .‘. o ca=e ol absulute neeessiv. and that, i mornine of (hat dav, and =1t 11l threa :'r thosa wio sanetioned 11, of that let me
clonring oA and finisting o 2 CEDREY | owihont resorting to (s mode Uie mppeos | ylo oo o anild sl o « | have my full share.
before ue. The comynicutiutis  from the | priation conld u:l ool threongh Wo ne IEITIUHE G5 R o8 MU MikniN e I Iha B onate, =ir jactod this orant by o
other hovsge, whether billa ue whalever : 18 e Y00 Lo whather the housa had foally pussed i]I"| i erbife DIGRELAE R IM g Patit DY i

olev, wore vepecinlly ottended Lo in proper

evnsang pnd with that ready respeet wiileh is
due Grom one Hovse tothe  other. Il re-
culleet nothing of any mnportanes. which

came to us frum i he Honge o Rrpresconrn- |
Lives, wiich was here noglected, vverlouk- |
ed, or disregardeil.

On the othier band, it wasthe misfortune
of 1he Senate. ns | ilink. the msloriane of |
the cotnterthat owing 1o the state ol busis
ness i the Hovse of Represcntatives 1o
wards the

| order to sove the

L eivil
cloge of the vession, severn! |

T

cmy. nor moade any ather
-'1\‘:' the m=titution from immediate dieso-
ltion. Notwithstanding all the talk about
a war, and thie neeeseaty of 0 vole  forthe
theee milions, the Militney  Acodemy. an
ingtitution cherished so Jong, and at en
rmuch cxpense, was onthe wery point ol
being ontirely broken up.

Nuow it 2o happoned, gir, that at this time

propogition

heionlur rabjects 2 but they told we it was | gesomblod hore

quinssad, &, in th snrovstions, We
wont out of our way.  We agreed ta do
an extroordinary anoan ireegntar tln
vihlie business rom miss
By direetion of the eamintoe,
I maved the Senate ta add an approprin-
twon for the Miluasy Academy ta the bl |
fur dedraving el ond diglomatie expenses,
The bill was so amended 3 and in this form
the appropristion wis figally made,

Jul this was not all.  “I'he bill for the
nnil diplomatie service being  thus
amended by tacking the Military Aendemy

r., in

nErany,. of this forced vmon ol suel | ul eourse 1l

bill.

tontion from the committes on finanea, |
bore the sabjeet in my mind, and 1elt some

sim of 475.000 for

exocunve diseretion, withe

the Istand, in Dostan | momne

u\‘i(!l} V00 for defences i Maryinod, and o | o0t il anelowithiont objeet poeifivd,
forth.  "These amonidments werdagreed o | Withioubrensan given, an I without the least
by the Senate, nnd one or two oihers gl | conteol undor heavan,

dind, on' the mation of members! and e Sir. Lam tolothat, o opoos<ing this crant,
bill. being thus amended, was returned to | D opoke with sarmth, and [suppese 1 may

tha House have done

springing

(0 dod, it was o warmth
from a8 houest a conviction of
duty as ever nlluoncod a public man. Tt

And now, gir, it beeoamaz important 1o
el when was this il thus ameaded, re-

st obilin fore tha Country I' now avaw iy part in

2

We

sSi0n

vote of wenty niog against nioetesn. —
These 2 onmes are on the yonrsali and
whensumyver Lhe expunging irrm:c-a-a
commen:e, of how far soever
carriad, § pray it in merey,
mina fron the record.
sparing

Asatwas an unpoariant matter. nnl
belanging tothal part of the public busi
nees wihieh wonally reeeive particolar at-

It may be
not to erase
I beaceeh ity in its
vodness, Lo leave me that prool of
mitachw ot to l]ll!_v aml tn prnu.-:p!u. It
may deew around i, over ity or throuah i,
Bluek bies. or red lLines, or any lines; it

soligitode aboagt i,

was drnwihe so near 1o n ¢

g that the session
| I took n |
fior granted, hiowaver, ta | had not heard |
any thing to the eantrary, that the amend. |
ments of the sennte would ot b objeated |

mny |

might have been commanded, asthere was
undoubtedly n great majority of the mam-
biera still in the ey :

Bt now. sirlhere i3 ana other transag-
tion of the evening, which [ fesl bound to
state, becanse U think it amportant, on sov
ernl necounts, that it should ba known

A nomimation was pending before the
Sapreme Court.. In the course of the sit-
ting. that nomination was ealled up, and
an matian, was indefiniely postpaned.  In
other wasds, it was rejoetod: for an fedefi
fite postponement is a rejection. The
office, ol conrse, remained vacant, and the
nomination of anathar person to fll it, ba
came nezesiacy.  The Prezident of the U
States was then in the eapitnl, a2 is veoal

was more than an hour past 12 o'clock,
and that he could roceive no farther eam
manieations feom the Senate, and immeds
ntely nfter, ns I have anderstond, loft the
jeapitul, The Seerctary bronght back th
| paper contuiing the eartified copy of the
| vote ol the Seante, and endorsed thereon
the snbstance of the President’s answor.
amd alsa atded that, aceording to his nwn
wateh, it was a quarter past ane o'clock.
There are two views, =ir, 10 whieh this
accusrence may well dosarve to be notieed
Oue 13 0 counsxXion wheh 1t m 1y perhaps
have with the lass of the fortitieation ball

tive and that when o convenient tine almu\-ll

hay mak it innany woy, whieh sither the
arrive fortaking ap the GBI e the hoose

st prostrate and fantastical spirit of man-

the other is 1ts general importanes, as -
troducing a now  practics pecting the
mtareonrse hetweon the President and the

it wovld ba passed atonee into a law, and

measares which lhad boenmatured in thed, i wis sent baek by us to the House
Senate, and passed into bills, did notrecoive | e o resentatives, whera its length of
attention, €0 a8 o be either agreed W 6F |y i) wau (o bie el mueh further inerensed.

rejected, in the other braneh of the Legie-

mination of the sesgion.

Among these messures may be mention- |
ed Lhe fllowing, viz: |

The Post Office Reform Will which pass. |
od the Seoate unanimousty and of the neees |
gity fur wiieh the whole couvntry is cor-
tafnly now most abundantly atisfied.

The Custom Houvse Regulations Bill, which |
also passed nearly vnanimously alter avers

laborious preperation by the Committee on |
Commeree. sod o full discussion ia the |
Senate. |

The Judicinry Bill, passed bLere by a
mnjority of thiriy-one to five, and which
has ngain already possed the Senateat this
session with only asingle dissenting voice

The Dill wdemmlying cloimants for
Fronch Spoliations befure 1800.

The Bill regulating the deposite of the
piblic moneys in the Deposite Banks.

The Bi'l respecting the tenure of certain
effices, and the power oF removal from;
office which las now again possed ty Le
engrossed, in the  Senate, by a decsive
majority.

All these important measures, mal ored
and passcd in the Senale in the coursoe ol
the session, and many nthera whose hnpor-
tance was less, were sent to the House ol
Represeutatives, and we never heard ey
thing more from them. They there lound

eir graves.

IJ‘Ii |E worthy of being remarked, also that
the artendance of the members of the Sen-
ate was iewarkabie full, particularly to-
wards the end of the session.  On the last
day every Sénator was in his place 1ill very
near the hour of adjournment, us the journol
will show, We had no brenking up for

‘I'hat Houn

whieh it had not passed any bill, before the

e for passing bills to be sent ta the Sen. |
ate hiad elapsed, It was anxious that these
tings should, in somewny, be providied
for, and when the diplomatie bill enine back
deawing the Milltary Aeademy afler it,
it was thought prodent to attach to it va

rious of these other provisions,  There
woere Lwo propasiliondg (o pave strects
the city of Washington, to repair the Cap. |
ital, and various other things, whiel it wis |
necpssary to provide for, and they, therefore |

worship. or the most mgeniong and elabo

we should icar no mare abovt gt. Nob the |7 y of sell degradation may devise,
glightest intimation was given, either that | }1 anly -.\:|.i leave v so that those who in
the exeeutive wished for any larger appro- | 1entm: blood or who may heraller care

- ; ; by the te ind before it several subjects | pration, or that it was intended in Lo | 107 My
lature,  They fell. ol course, by theter| 0 yrgvision, and far sppropriation, opon | onse to insert saeh lar

Al S, wengain assemblid,

with the business of the sennte until ©

to'elock i the evoning; aml, at 8 o'clock in

the evening, and not befure, the elork of
the Honse sppearod at our door, and ans |

anil proceedeil ! ‘-“1‘._ i

cputation, ehinil be able to beliold

@or nppropriations, :;b.l,"“ it how stands.
Nut a syliable esenped from any body, and fhe .;.1‘..;;1. Insisted an the amend-
cameta our kn n\-‘_--u'_fr.h that any furtler iy ",. Fie Bonsto Suhered to Hﬂttl.-.']‘_[l’i.'l.'
: ; ! L " s s . arene
alteration whatever wae tutended in the|™" e "'-'“'Il1| 8 ‘conference, b
Bl .\uj--; :{.n: the Scnate immedintely ne-
. . ) ) Jleedeg heccmmitiees ol eanference mat
] At 3 o'eloek in the afiernoon of the 3d ol and jn o very sl Lo, o =
Pl : H i | lan Very short tune, came Lo an agree.
i l;ll a.l 18 e uuli, ln_un e receds, as 19 Us [ mont. They agreed to ree womentd to their
n ' f s L ! 1 ¥ +
i thiat period of the session. until 5, | pochective housee, as o subatitute for the

wsed by the hovse. the followine:
i additional appropriation for ar
o tortifications of the United States.
ndeied thovsand dollars.”

“As
mingt

throe |

honses of Congress on Lhe last day of the
BRSO,

O the first paint 1 shall only ob-erve
that 1he fact of the President’s baving e
chined to receive thiz eommunication feom
the Senate, and of his having left the eap.
ital, was immediately known in the house
ol representatives; that it was quite obvi-
| wus that if e eould not receive a eammu

mieation from the Senate, neither could he
receive o bill from the hoose of represanta
tives fur lus signatare, Lo was equally ob
vious, that 1, under thess circumstances,
thi: honse of representatives should agre:
to the repart of the committecs of eonlirs
encd, #a that the il should pass, it must,
nevertheless,  fail o become a law, fur
want of the President's signature; and that

i

lishad, that, since the first Congroess com-

| menced its existence on the first Wednes-

17390, which happanad to ba
therefore, the

day in March,
| the 4th day of that month,

You reeollect this resolution, ale. having, | 4th of Marcl s the day of the commence-
s [ recollect, taken some part on the ocea- | ment of eac

I supesssive term, hot na hout

1 fixed by law or practicr.  The traerula

Tha resolution was promptly pasead; |1, aa [ think, most undonbtedly that the

spssion holdan on the last day, eonsti
tutes the last day for all legislativa
and legal purposes, While the session
commenced oo that day continuns, the
day itaell continnes, accirding to the estab-
nalind practiae both of leaisative and judis
cinl bodies,  This could not well ba other-
wign. [f the precise momant of actual
Lime wora Lo #ettle sugh o matter, it would
be material to ask., who ghonld satila tho
time?  Shall it by done by pablie anthari-
ty, or shall every man observe the Lick of
his own wartgh ? If absolute time 13 Lo
furnizh a precise rale, the excess of n min-
ute, it is obyions, would beas fatal as the
exoesa of an hour,  Sir, no bodies. judicial
or |egislative, hayve ever boen sa hyperenits
icnl, 80 astute to no purpode, 43 mach moro
nice than wiss, as to govarn themselves by
any such idsas.  ‘T'aw sassion for the day,
at whatever hour it eominene s or at what-
aver e it breaks up, 18 the lagislative
aay, Bvery thing has reference to the
commencement af that diernal session,—
For instanee this is the 14th doy of Jununa-
ry: waazsnmbled ora to day at 12 o'elock;
our journal 12 datad Janoary 14Dy and it
we shoald ramain hore until 5 o'clogk tos
morrow  mormnr, .:.w-[ tha  Senate has
somatimes sit #a lats) our procedings
would sull bear date of the 14th of Janta-
ry i they wounld be o stated ppan the jours
nal, and tha journal s a record, and is a
conelosive regnel, so far a3 respects tho
progeedings ol n body.

If o man were on trial for his 1t at a
late hour on the last day allowed by law
far the holding of the couri, and the jury
acquitted lim, bat hagpened to remain so
lang 1o deliberation that thoy did not brieg
ta their vardiet till after 12 o'clock, i1s 1t at
mll o by held for nogghe, and the man Lo
be triel over again? Are all verdicts,
jadgments. and orders of courts null and
voul if made after midmght on the day
whieh the Iaw prescribes ns the last day ?
[t woull be ensy o show by authority,
iCauthority eonld be wantod fora thing,
the reason of whigh go clear, that
the day lasts whils the daly session las's.
Wien tha eonrt o the legisintiva bady ad.
fourna for that day, the day is over and not
ueture.

| nin tolil, indead sir, that 3t iz troe that
on this same 3d day of Mareh last, nat
only wera other (hings transacted, bat that
tie bl for the repair off the Cumbarland
roall. an important and mach linzated
measure, awually rooovad the signature
uf our pre<iling officer after 12 oclock,
was then aent tothe Prd<ident, and signed
by him, 1 do not atlicm thi=, beeavse
touk no notice of the ume, or do not re-
membar it af [ did s but [ have heard the
matter so statad.

[ som na reason sie. for the introduction
of this new practiess no prineipla on which
it ean bo justifizd, no necessity tor ity no
propriety iait.  As yat, it his bhoen applicd
only 1o the Presudant's intercourae with
the Seonte,  Certamly i s eqially appli-
cable to s intereourse with both Houvses
w legislativs matters s and ifit is to provail
nerealier, itiz ol mueh importance that it
be knowin.

Thue President of the United States =ir,
has alluded to this luss of the forufication
bill i his message nt the opening of the
snadion, and he has nlloded algo in the same
message, Lo the rejection of the vote of tha
three milliona.  On the first point, that s,
the loss of the whole Wil and the causes
of that losz, tins is his langouage 1 —

w Mueh loss and inconvauience have
bean experiencad i eanzequence of the
fatlure of the bill contaming the ordinnry
appraorintions for fortifications which pasd=
ed one braneh of the nativonal legisiature at
thie Inst sesston, bot was lost in thie othar.

is

were  potonto the same Wil by way of ; e e Fal L) A= an additional approprintion for the |inthat case, the blame of losing the billy _It the President intenidad to sny tlanj_lh.g
amendment to an mnendment ; that is 1o | ‘m;“;" tat the House of Representalives | resair an | equipment of ships of war of the | an whomsoever it might tall, could not be | bill having enginated in the Thoase of te-
sny. wa had been prevailed on to amend Im: ff.-l'_’h.-.rflu -.m_-..ul lhe sullullrnuul'.'lui-_ United Suales, five bundred thousand dol- | laid upan the senate. presentalives p.-«-d_!h-- Sennte, and was
their Lill for delraying the salary of our | :'l'l"lu ol ”"“l'"’ _':'_"‘ by ““'II 1o 'f':" OF ] lag \ On tive more general point, T must say, | ¥et afterwards tost in the Houw of Rep-
minsters abroad. by adopting an appropris I 'I'"' amenumenia, vigs the dth and 5thy 0 | ouedintoly raported this agreament | sir, that this decision of the President, not | resentatives, he was entirely enrreet.  Bat
fiog far tha MRy Adddomes and ilioy| A8t 'ﬂ'__'ll’l'll, willk in .nn-...{m.u! Ofals ik | of Llie committecs of conferenca to the en [ ti hold eommumieation with the Hooses ot | be has been nltogether wrongly infarmed,
[proposed to amend” this our nwendment, | “\"I‘_‘" siry these ki and "'f_""""“i“"-"“" ol C pasmuel as the bill was in the! Congress afier 12 o'clock, on the 34 of| 17 he inteaded to staty that the bill having
by adding to it matters as gorman 1o it as "." § were, olie, a vote of 875,000 forithe | |y, rosuntives, the Senate eould | Mareh, ls quite new. No such objection | passed the [linse waa lost in the Sanate,
it was.to the nrlgu:alhlli. There was o'so castli n I‘i.p!..\l hinrbor. and vhe ‘|||J||‘|, & ot ol tiher on the n orountil ||i-.'| las ever been made belira h\f any Pregis | As 1 have already stated, Ih_n ll was last
[the Presidunt's gardenor,  His salary was | ¥01€ 00 §100.000 fir ceclain defences 0000 < ould et have considorad the res ) dent. No one of them hus ever duclingd |in the Hiusa of ll\'iiw:i!:lhﬂ‘v-h- tdraw
[unprovided for; and there wos no way ol Mary II'_"'j' I'\"'! what, sir, l"'"“" the adds |, he commitiees, decided thereon, | eommunicating with either Honse at any | its lflvi_hn'ﬂ.l”I there.  “Tan Hlonse never lot
.ll‘lll!'l])‘lll;{ this impuortant onnssion, but by tin wiieh “'"IH"""‘: ul l""“r"-“'"”""\“'I-" 11 ¢ the bl 1 did mnt mysell take | tune |I|j|nh_l: the eontinuanes ol the sesson| g0 s hold on 1t l:‘l.l'l?l' the report lI! tha
aiving him place w the diplomatic service proposed (o :"'!"'" 1'*’| way ol “am Blment s | gy of Lie particaiar hour of thes part { oo that day, Al Presidents, lieretoiore, | commttee ol conference. But it held i,
bill. nmong eharges d'affaires, envoysexora- ton vate of 275,000 fur repairing the works ¢ ratenction. The honorablo moms | have left i with the Hovses themaglves o] it dived dn s possession when the Houss
ordinary, and ministers plenipotentinry. |”' ‘IIS ton harbor? Hare, sir, A ber fram Virginm (Mr. Leigh) saye e fis theic hour of adjourment, and to bring [adjourned. 10 ds to be regretted thint the
tn and among theso ranks, therefore, he | ’ l-l'f-'“”"' it further enmeted, "'hat the sum | eoneilind s wateh ot the e amd be | Uieir session, for the day, 1o a cloze, when=| Prasident should have bean misinfurmed (o
of thres

was formnlly introduced by the amendment

useful persons but ghould | see lim some
morning overlouking the workmen in the
Inwns. walks, copses. and parterrez wlieh
ndorn the grounds around the Prosident’s
residence, considuring the company into
lwh:cl: we heve introduced him, 1 shoald
jexpect to see ot least, o small diplomatie

want of & quorum—no defay=on enlls of | hyrian on his working jacket.

the Senate—nothing which was

made

When thege amendments eame from the

necessary by the negligence of inattention | House, and were read at our tuble, toogh

of the members of s body.

of the Senote being in lis place and answer
ing to hig pome.  T'his 15 an instance

unctuality, diligence and labor, continue
to the very eud of an arduous session,w il
Iy without example or parallel.

The Senate, Lthen, sir, must sland in the

judgment vfevery man fully sequitted ofal

On thg vote
for the three millions of dullars, which was
tuken ot a abeul 8 o'clogk 0 the evening,
forly-eight voles were given, every member

ol

they coused a smile, they were yet adopt-
cd, and the law padgsed, almost with the
rapidity of a comet, and with something
hike the same length of tail.

Now.sir, not ong of these irregulantics
or meongruities, no part ol thig jumbling
togethor of distinet and dilferent subjucts,
was, 0 theshghtest degree, occasioned by

)

any thinge done, or omitted to be done on
Their proceedings
were all regular; their declsiona prompt

| the part of the senate.

mitlhions  of dollars be, and the

part, under the direction of the Presidom
of the U. States, for the military and naval
| Eervice, ineleding  fortifications and ord
nanee,and incrense of the navy: .“r-u'l..'rnf,'
| Bueh expenditures shall be rendered neces-

sary lor the defence ol the couniry prior Lo |
the next meeting of Cungress.”

knows that 1 had coma from the conforence,

of the House, and theee he now stands, s (#0001t I"-"‘-‘l'?: approprinted, out of 8ny uud waein my seatata quurter past eleven 1
1 g " & " 5

you will readily see, by turning o the law, | MO0eY 10 the Treasury not otherwise ap | [ haye o reason to think that he 5 under | ing i3 more common than for both Houses

Sir, | have not the pleasure to know this  propriatad. to be exuended, in whole or 1o any mutake in s particular. Pl says it to sit later than 12 o'cloek, for the purpose

[

ever they saw Iit.
It 14 notorious, in pant of faer, that noth- |

so happenad that he had oceasion 1o tuke| of comploting measures which nre m ihe

noticeaf the hour, aud well remembers o

It coull not well have been later than this | are proposed and agreod to, bills passad. | parpose of stating somewhat

last stages of their progress,  Amendments

aomatter of this kind, when the shentest
referonce to I'I-'j-l\]flllli of thetwo Houses
would have exinbited the correct history of
the transaction.

[ roeur again, Mr President, to the
proposed grant ol the three willions, furtha
moare dis-

as any one will be satstied who will Jook | eorolled bills sizoed by the presuhing afi | tmetly the true grounds el ehjcetion to

at ourjuunrosle, public and exceutive, and| eers, and other nnportan!
seo what a massof business was dispatched | parformed often at

s f and
Plits proposition sir, was thus unexeeot~| hature the n Hournment of the Senate, —| gontlem

cdly and suldenly put to us, at 8 w'elock | [laving made the report, sir, 1 had  no|

after | ocame from the eommittees,

fegi<litive acts
2 0r 3 o'cloeck i the
All this g vary well known to
an wha haye been for any consid
And all

arnIns.

erable time members ol l.lll'l:_:lt.'-‘ﬂ.

in the eveuing or the lust day of the ses-| daubt that botl houses would coneur in the | Presidents have slgned ills. and hoave also

CHOT Tuusual, unprecedeated, extraordi
the manner of prosenting it was still more
extraordioary.  The President liad  askoed
| fur no sueh grant of money; oo department
U had eecommended it no eatimate had sug.
| gestad iy no reason whatever was  given
tor i, No emergency bud hinppened, und

nothing vow lhad ecurred; every Lnng

| 1esull

[ hig the Wil
| aod T pet

|

He did not eoma, howover
soon learned that there wi
daubt whether the committee on the par

of the Hone would report ta the honse
At liran
Ldul wot ot all eredic 1his; but it was con

lemed by one communieation after anoth
knvwa to the administeation, ot that Bour, | oe gl | was ubliged to thivk it troe—

respecting our foreign relations, had eer- Seeing that the bill was thus in danger of

the wgrecment, of the conlercnce.

3 i | I he conterence, and looked every | mace nomingtions to
nary, ns it nh\'i.rn-L_\- 15, o0 the thee ol W ymoment 1or the officer of the house b“"l."

e senate, withougt
objection as to time, whenever bilia have
becn prescoted for signature, or whenever
it beesme neerssary to makes nominations to
L sennte, at anvy time during the session
petive houses on that day.

air, | AU rge 1o b pertget.
Iy nght, eorreet and legal. “There
clavse of the constitutian, nor is there any

Is 1o

oMy King, of Alabama, was in the Chair,

| Lhat grant.

Thiese grounds of objestion ware two:
the first was, that no such appropriation
had boen recommended by the President or
any of the depariments.  And what made
this ground tha stronger was, that the
proposed grant wis defendid, s0 far a9 it
was defended at all, upon an alleged nooes
sily, growing odat ol our loreign relatins,
T tureren relationgol the eonntry are an=
trasted by the Coostitution to the lesd
and management ofthe Bxecntive Govern-
ment,  The Prosident not only 18 suppased

to be but wsunlty 15 maeh better dnlormed
an Lhesg inleresting subjects than tho Hous-
w4 of Longress.

11 there be danger of roptare with a for-

\




